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Terrorism — And The Government — 
Go On Trial In Denver 


ho really shot J.F.K.? What real- 
W ly happened at Waco? Questions 
that, for many, will never be 
fully resolved. With the trial of accused 
Oklahoma City bombing suspect Timothy 
McVeigh on the horizon, yet another case 
joins the ranks of perennial who-really- 
done-its. This time, however, some of the 
facts may prove to be stranger, and more 
sinister, than fiction. In the words of 
Stephen Jones, McVeigh’s defense attor- 
ney, “When you’ve seen what I’ve seen ... 
when you know what I know, you will 
never think about the United States the 
same way again.” 


Conspiracies And Confusion 


Before this trial is over, a jury of 12 will 
sit mystified, their senses numbed by a 
plethora of conspiratorial conundrums the 
likes of which film fabricator Oliver Stone 
would be hard-pressed to match. 

The black pall of death still hovered over 
the Murrah building when conspiracy theo- 
rists began to stir. Ranging from the strange 
to the ridiculous, the stories grew with each 
retelling. Some of the more bizarre theories 
attempted to lay the blame on such diver- 
gent entities as the CIA and Iran-Contra to 
Area 51, the Mexican Mafia and Vince 
Foster. Yet, amid these wild imaginings 
flows an undercurrent of disturbing facts. 

While government prosecutors maintain 
that the bombing was the sole work of 


52 


Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols, many 
in the so-called militia/patriot movement 
remain convinced that the federal govern- 
ment was behind the bombing — a la 
Germany’s infamous 1933 Reichstag fire. 
And others, most notably McVeigh’s attor- 
ney Stephen Jones, are pointing fingers at 
an international neo-Nazi conspiracy. 


Swastikas And Scalawags 


To the dismay of many in the 
militia/patriot community, the very nature of 
their naiveté, ideology and activities make 
them vulnerable to infiltration — not only 
by government agents, but also white 
supremacists, neo-Nazis and plain garden 
variety criminals. Like moths to a flame, 
these testicularly challenged social outcasts 
are drawn to many of the patriot gatherings; 
some to revel in an atmosphere of political- 
ly incorrect views and speech, while others 
see it as a fertile recruiting ground for entic- 
ing new members into their own groups. It is 
these very hate groups that have become the 
focus of attention for McVeigh’s attorneys. 

Two weeks before the bombing, 
McVeigh is alleged to have placed a call to 
the single telephone in the rural east-central 
Oklahoma community of Elohim City. The 
intended recipient of the call, Andreas 
Strassmeir, wasn’t there. 

Elohim City; Lead by gray bearded 
patriarch Robert Millar, this 400-acre sepa- 
ratist/religious commune is a bucolic cross 


The defense: Attorney Stephen Jones 
jousts with the press in Denver after The 
Dallas Morning News broke a story claim- 
ing McVeigh told his defense team he alone 
drove the Ryder truck in the OKC bombing, 
a report Jones energetically refuted. 


between Dogpatch and Deliverance, with a 
sinister touch of the Fourth Reich tossed in 
for spice. For a number of years it has been 
the stomping ground for a cast of question- 
able characters, more than a few of whom 
are now being cast as figures in the OKC 
bombing investigation: 


e Andreas Strassmeir (a.k.a. Andi the 
German): The son of the former West 
German Secretary of State in the Helmut 
Kohl administration, Strassmeir, although 
largely ignored by federal investigators, has 
become the focus of intense scrutiny by 
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both the McVeigh defense team and the 
news media as a possible suspect in the 
OKC bombing. A former lieutenant in the 
Bundeswehr (West German Army), 
Strassmeir came to the United States in 
1988, living on and off at Elohim City, from 
1991 to August 1995. 

On 2 January 1996, Soldier Of Fortune 
obtained the only known interview with 
Strassmeir prior to his return to Berlin a few 
days later. At a safe house on the Texas gulf 
coast, Strassmeir admitted that he had met 
McVeigh at a Tulsa gun show where he sold 
McVeigh a knife and McVeigh sold him 
some BDUs and gloves. “I may have given 
him [McVeigh] a business card from Elohim 
City and told him my name was Andi,” 
Strassmeir told SOF, but he adamantly 
denied any other contact with him. 

Although what Strassmeir told SOF pret- 
ty much matches the transcript of his later 
interview with the FBI, many believe he is 
either a German GSG-9 agent sent to the 
U.S. to infiltrate the neo-Nazi movement... 
or John Doe 2 himself. Does this mean that 
SOF considers Strassmeir pure as the driven 
snow? Far from it. Remember, you tend to 


The prosecution: Joseph Hartzler, federal prosecutor in the 
OKC case, leaves after a closed conference with the defense 
and U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch last December, the pur- 
pose of which was to ensure the defense receives pertinent 
information and evidence from the prosecution. 


be known by the company you keep. 


e Dennis Mahon: Acknowledged close 
friend of Strassmeir, Mahon is an avowed 
racist. Former KKK leader and head of the 
Oklahoma chapter of WAR (White Aryan 
Resistance), Mahon revels in media atten- 
tion and is well-known for spouting BS as 
readily as he spouts racist rhetoric. (During 
the Freeman standoff, Mahon called a press 
conference and made a big show of loading 
guns in his car to go fight the feds in 
Montana. He then drove out of sight, waited 
for the press to leave, and returned home). 

Taking advantage of the press attention 
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heaped on him since the bombing, Mahon 
has delighted in yanking the chains of naive 
newsies. For example, he told one gullible 
reporter that he was really John Doe 2, then, 
for the reporter’s benefit, faked a phone call 
to Germany to put a “contract” out on his 
pal Strassmeir. The newsie bought it hook, 
line and sinker. Other times he has confided 
to journalists that he is a bank robber or an 
armored car robber; he knows who John 
Doe 2 is; etc., etc., etc. 

Incidentally, the claims of Strassmeir 
being an agent for GSG-9 also originated 
with Mahon. š 

More recently, Mr. Mahon's mouth may 
have overloaded his ass. He now is 
observed desperately back-pedaling and 
denying the not-so-sweet nothings he'd 
whispered in the shell-like ear of big-bust- 
ed, 26 year old, blonde ATF snitch Carol 
Howe. Mahon may have just wanted to 
engage in a little Teutonic version of hide 
the bratwurst, but Howe was busy with 
plans of her own: 


e Carol E. Howe: Making the Internet 
rounds is a “story” by J.D. Cash, telling of 


paid ATF informant Carol E. Howe. 
According to the story, Howe is said to 
claim that in 1994 she lived at Elohim City 
as part of an ATF undercover operation. She 
alleges that during that time, among other 
things, Dennis Mahon and Andreas 
Strassmeir were up to their lederhosen in 
the plot to bomb the Murrah building ... and 
she had it all on tape for her ATF “handler,” 
special agent Angela Finley. 

Although Howe may have been on ATF’s 
payroll, there are parts of her story that don’t 
hold up under close scrutiny. For example, 
in the J.D. Cash article, when speaking of 
Strassmeir she says, “He was real quiet and 


reserved ... and when he did speak, you 
could hardly understand him because of his 
accent.” True, Strassmeir does have a pro- 
nounced German accent, but in all the hours 
this reporter spent with him I had no trouble 
at all understanding him. 

Formerly buddy-buddy with Howe, neo- 
Nazi Dennis Mahon is now claiming that 
Howe is a lying drug addict, hell-bent on 
saying anything to make a buck and further 
her own cause. An interesting side note: Just 
over one year ago, J.D. Cash was the same 
reporter Mahon had convinced he was John 
Doe 2 and, at the same time he allowed 
Cash to “witness” his putting the “contract” 
out on his pal Strassmeir. 


e James Ellison: Self-anointed “King 
James of the Ozarks,” Ellison was leader 
of the Christian Identity commune known 
as the Covenant, Sword and Arm of the 
Lord (CSA). Located on the Missouri- 
Arkansas border, CSA served as a safe 
house for assorted miscreants, including 
members of the white supremacist group 
The Order, which racked up a violent track 
record of armored car robberies and the 


The referee: U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch, who ruled that 
McVeigh and Terry Nichols will stand trial in Denver, and who 
will preside. Matsch has also ruled that sensational “news” 
releases “reporting” McVeigh’s “confession” are not cause to 
delay the trial, nor change its venue. 


murder of Denver-based, Jewish talk- 
show host Alan Berg. 

Following the 19 April 1985 raid on the 
CSA camp, Ellison was sentenced to 20 
years in prison on federal weapons and 
racketeering charges. After serving one year 
he cut a deal with the feds, turning govern- 
ment snitch and entering the Federal 
Witness Protection program. 

After the OKC bombing, Ellison moved 
from Florida to Elohim City, where he mar- 
ried one of Reverend Millar’s granddaugh- 
ters. Ever the wannabe Nordic warrior, 
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Ellison's wedding photos show him clad in 
black fatigues and combat boots. Strapped 
to his side are two daggers, over his shoul- 
der a Scottish-type tartan and, completing 
this garish get-up, a cheap replica of a 
medieval two-handed broad sword slung 
over his back. 


e Richard Snell: A disciple of James 
Ellison, Snell was convicted of the 1983 
execution-style murder of pawnshop owner 
William Stumpp (whom Snell mistakenly 
thought was Jewish) and the 1984 murder of 
black Arkansas State Trooper Louis Bryant. 
On 19 April 1995, just hours after the OKC 
bombing, Snell was executed and his body 
taken back to Elohim City for burial by his 
“spiritual adviser,” Robert Millar. Ironically, 
Snell had predicted that on the day of his 
death there would be a bombing or an explo- 
sion. He went to his death with a smirk on 
his face. Coincidence, or conspiracy? 


Fidelity, Bravery ... Integrity? 


The government’s assertions are really 
quite simple: McVeigh and co-conspirator 
Terry Nichols did it. Cut, dried — end of 
story. All the federal prosecutors will have 
to do is put on a solid case, backed up by 
viable evidence and credible witnesses. 
Period. But will it be that simple? As each 
day passes the government’s case seems to 
find a new stumbling block. 

Over the past few years the honesty of 
federal law-enforcement agents has come 
under fire as never before. ATF, FBI, 
Customs, U.S. Marshals, and other federal 
agents are repeatedly being caught with 
their credibility down. These shortcomings 
are being seized upon by the defense in this 
case and, at the very least, may well give 
many federal law-enforcement officials a 
massive black eye. To cite a few of the more 
glaring examples now muddying the waters 
in the Oklahoma City case: 


e Leader of ATF's National Response 
Team (NRT) investigating the OKC bomb- 
ing, Jimmy Adamcik has been pulled off 
the case amid revelations that his close ties 
to Chicago mob figure John Boyle are 
under investigation by the Treasury 
Department’s Office of the Inspector 
General (see “Alterations, Tales & 
Fabrications” Jan. '97 SOF). 


e The FBI used a deliberately mislead- 
ing affidavit to obtain a federal judge’s sig- 
nature on a search warrant of bombing sus- 
pect Terry Nichols’ property. Further, evi- 
dence recovered during the subsequent 
search was misrepresented to a federal 
grand jury in order to obtain an indictment. 


e The credibility of many of the govern- 
ment’s key witnesses is under attack amid 


revelations that their stories of what they 
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saw has been changing to suit the prosecu- 
tion’s needs. 


e The FBI laboratory, particularly the 
Explosives Unit, is under fire amid allega- 
tions of mishandling evidence and even 
botching critical lab tests. 


e The Defense alleges that government 
agents coerced confessions out of admitted 
co-conspirators Michael Fortier and his wife 
by threatening them with the death penalty. 


Forensic Prostitution 


As far back as 1989, FBI agent Dr. 
Frederick Whitehurst began blowing the 
whistle on unacceptable practices in the FBI 
crime-lab Explosives Unit. In 1992, 
Whitehurst met with then-director William 
Sessions in an ongoing effort to get the 
bureau to clean up its forensic act, all to no 
avail: It took a tragedy the magnitude of the 
Oklahoma City bombing to finally draw 
attention to Whitehurst’s allegations. But, in 
typical bureaucratic fashion, the remedy 
was to suspend and discredit the messenger. 

Among Whitehurst’s claims were allega- 
tions that untrained personnel were conduct- 
ing such sloppy lab tests of explosive evi- 
dence that the results were questionable at 
best ... and outright fraudulent at worse. 
Further, agents were routinely testifying in 
court as expert witnesses, when in fact they 
were not — and they weren’t even the ones 
who conducted the laboratory tests they were 
testifying to! When his assertions threatened 
to rock the boat in the Oklahoma City case, 
FBI bosses quickly branded Whitehurst a 
crank and a recreant. But, is he really off 
base? Not according to his attorney, Stephen 
Kohn, who stated, “In a typical whistleblow- 
er case, if you can get one or two co-workers 
to back you up, it’s a good case. In the FBI 
case with Dr. Whitehurst, I’ve seen reports 
by at least 15 FBI people backing up the alle- 
gations of Dr. Whitehurst.” 

It would also appear, from their com- 
ments, that other FBI laboratory supervisors 
support Dr. Whitehurst’s observations that 
the Explosives Unit has been the butt of 
inside jokes for years. For example: 


e “The Explosives Unit is out of hand. 
Members have been observed drinking and 
playing cards on duty.” 


e “The unit follows improper proce- 
dures, which lead to unfounded conclu- 
sions.” 


è In the case of the Oklahoma City 
bombing, “There was no proper perimeter 
{around the bomb scene] and evidence was 
improperly gathered, preserved and trans- 
mitted to the laboratory.” 


e “What goes on in there [Explosives 
Unit] is nothing less than forensic prosti- 
tution.” 


Although the FBI steadfastly maintains 
there is no evidence of wrongdoing in the 


Explosives Unit, it has, in addition to sus- 
pending Whitehurst, transferred three key 
members of the unit: Supervisory Agent 
David Williams; Chief of the Chemistry and 
Toxicology Unit, Roger Martz; and 
Explosives Unit Chief, James “Tom” 
Thurman, to other duties. 

When asked to comment specifically on 
how these problems are related to the 
Oklahoma City case, Kohn could only say 
that the FBI has placed the issue under seal. 

Stephen Jones’ take on the situation is a 
bit more prophetic, saying, “The lab work, 
like the so-called ID of Mr. McVeigh in 
Junction City [alleged rental site of the bomb 
truck] is extremely crucial to the govern- 
ment. If they lose on those two issues they 
are rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic.” 


Foreign Aid? 

In a rather unusual move, perhaps to 
make up for loosing its own experts, the 
U.S. government has hired British explo- 
sives expert Linda Jones to be a prosecution 
witness. At the same time, in what appears 
to be a move to bolster its claims of interna- 
tional involvement and intrigue, the defense 
team has been meeting with Israeli “securi- 
ty experts” Yaakov Yerushalmi and Doron 
Eililon, both of whom are claimed to have 
assured Stephen Jones of an international 
neo-Nazi/Arab conspiracy. 

Bolstering claims of Middle Eastern 
intrigue, the defense will guide the jurors’ 
attention to the Philippines, home of 
McVeigh co-defendant Terry Nichols’ wife, 
Marie. The jury may well find themselves 
entranced by tales of how “sex tours” to the 
Philippines are really a cover for the myste- 
rious right-wing group, “Military Order of 
the Swastika,’ an alleged bunch of 
American expatriates who plot bombings of 
U.S. cities from their secret base near Cebu 
City. They may hear of Terry Nichols 
secretly meeting with World Trade Center 
bomber Ramzi Yousef. The jury may well 
need Prozac before this trial is over. 


Summary 


Crystal balls and ouija boards aside, 
there is no sure-fire way to predict exactly 
what evidence, witnesses and testimony the 
prosecution and defense will present. 

The government’s task will be to satisfy 
the jury that McVeigh did it, and that he 
must be found guilty and executed for his 
crimes. Ironically, its own integrity and 
credibility may prove to be the hardest thing 
the prosecution will have to sell. As 
Oklahoma governor Frank Keating put it, “I 
hope the government has its act together.” 

Stephen Jones will do all he can to con- 
vince the jury that his client didn’t do it. 
Failing that, he will attempt to spare 
McVeigh the death penalty by trying to per- 
suade the jury that his client was merely a 
pawn in a larger conspiracy. 

There can be only one winner in this 
case. For the sake of the innocent men, 
women and children who so tragically per- 
ished that dark April morning, we can only 
hope that winner is the truth. 3 
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